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TAIVAR STRAITS

PACOM review(s) completed.
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1.

Chinese Commnists have in last few weoks Jpnt themselves in a wsitior
to attack offshore islands or to interdict the Nationalist sapnly

routes to them without further iotelligencs warning.

The wassive build-up of ChiCom air power in Punkien Province is 051

eontinuing.

3. ChiNate have about 250 fightiwys
in commission (108 F-84G's and 148 ¥Y-86PF's, both types
inferior to MIG-17).

B. 80 far, Chicoms have exercised considerable caution, havent
sought combat with Nationalists,

1. HNevever, since 18 Aug air elash--which, incidentally, reems
to have Dasn started by th ¥ationalists in retaliatior. for
loss of two ailreraft on 39 July--Chicoms bave incresse: size
of patrols

Approved For Release [2006/03/17 : CIA-RDP79R0089¢A001000040039-0 25X1




L l 25X1
Approved For Release 2006/03/17 : CIA-RDP79R008904001000040039-0

| ¥I1. Ve have less information on Communist naval and ground forces, but

s soe some signs of naval activity.

25X1

€. There are a number of rumcors of a Communist ground forces leild-up
in offshore islands area, We have no evidesce to support i{hem,
but would not be surprised if some build-up underway.

1. There is evidence that civilians are beiag evacuated from
sainland areas arcund the Quemoys, but we think this is
an air raid precaution,

B. Although volume of "Liberate Taiwan™ propagande remains low,
Chicoms sesn interestsd in waintzining tension among east
coast popuiation.

1. Ruphasis is on daager of Nationalist provocations.
IV. Chinese Nationalist position is unchanged and there are no
| indications that Nationalists will sttempt to bomb the Chwmunist
asirfields #nlm Eatsu and Quewmoy are attacked,

A. BNowever, Ninister of Defense Yu Ta-wei in letter to Adwiral 3woot
hes requastad US asdvance concurrence in Chin ese Nationalist air
force retaliatory actien ngiinst the Communist airbases if tie
Comsunists "adopt invasion tacties” or bomd and strafe the
offshore islands,
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